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and preparing to attack. I said that I thought that my presence was indispensable where I was, and less necessary at Krabbendam, as he was there.
A number of the enemy's Yagers and light troops, taking advantage of such cover as presented itself, commenced a fire. Some artillery also began to play upon us, and under cover of their fire a large column attempted, with shouts and drums and bugles, to charge us. Till now our men had remained concealed on the reverse of the dyke, except a few individuals who had been directed to fire upon the riflemen, but upon the column advancing the whole sprang up and threw in a fire so galling, that, being supported by some field artillery, which had been previously placed upon the dyke, it forced the enemy to give way and retire in confusion. The different attacks were repulsed nearly at the same time. The enemy appeared for some time to support a feint attack which they had begun upon the village of St. Martin, but it was merely designed to cover their retreat, which they had begun from all quarters, Their numbers, as they retired, appeared to be very great, twelve or fourteen thousand at least. Their loss, as we have since understood, amounted to 2200. Ours was very trifling, as we were protected by the dyke. At the commencement of the attack I was struck in the finger by a shot, which my spy-glass turned and prevented from going through my body. About 3 P.M. I retook possession of the villages in front; at about 5 P.M. or 6 P.M. the troops returned to their cantonments. The enemy had driven our people from Krabbendam and from a redoubt on the right of it, but were not able to penetrate farther. Colonel Smith and six officers of the 2Oth Regiment had been wounded, and that corps, composed of drafts from the Militia, behaved, Sir Ralph Abercromby told me, with great gallantry. That evening the Duke of York arrived at the Helder, and, in the course of the two following days, the reinforcements of Russians and English disembarked, and made our force amount to between thirty and forty thousand men. On the 14th I was ordered to march with my brigade and the